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New! SRJC maps now 
available here and online 
— pages 6-7  

Security Upgrade Projects 
now complete — page 3  

Garcia Hall new home  
of the Communications 
Studies Department —  
page 4 

Aug 11—Welcome Day 
Aug 12—Professional  
Development Day  
Aug 15—Fall Classes Begin 
Sept 5—Labor Day 
Sept 23—Garcia Hall 
Ribbon Cutting  

A Look Ahead—  
• Shone Farm 
• Southwest Center 
• Sustainable SRJC  

BUILDING ON A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2022

As the fall semester begins, students, 
faculty and staff will enjoy new facilities  
and features available on every campus   
Eight years after its passage, Measure H continues creating 
outstanding learning environments to benefit the SRJC community  

The Capital Projects Department wants to extend a warm welcome to you as you 
begin the 2022-2023 Academic Year! SRJC is one of the finest educational 
institutions in the country, located in an area of rich natural beauty, and it is a 
pleasure to serve its students and staff by building and maintaining its facilities.   
 Busy year-round, the Capital Projects Team pushes into overdrive whenever 
students and faculty are on break— summer is no exception. We have worked 
tirelessly to get each campus ready for staff and students, finishing several projects 
and developing plans to minimize disruptions due to ongoing construction.  
 Inside the pages of this newsletter, you will find updates on construction 
projects currently underway and a brief overview of some completed construction 
projects funded by Bond Measure H, the $410 million district-wide upgrade 
initiative passed in 2014. We are grateful to Sonoma County residents who passed 
the bond measure, and to 40+ participants who helped craft the 2016 Facilities 
Master Plan which served as a guide in creating the beautiful and comprehensive 
learning environments and facilities. The Measure H project designs have received            
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New Facilities and Features —continued from page 1 

recognition at the local, state and national level by the 
architecture industry, and the business sector. Honors 
include 2020 Top Project Awards, North Bay Business 
Journal, for Jeff Kunde Hall and the SRJC Petaluma 
Student Life project, and multiple awards for the 
Burbank Auditorium Modernization, a 2019 Top 
Project Award recipient. Burbank Auditorium has also 
received the 2020 Honor Award from AIA Redwood 
Empire, the 2020 Award of Honor from the 
Community College Facility Coalition, and most 
recently, a 2022 International Interior Design 
Association (IIDA) Northern California Honor Award 
for the Luther Burbank Auditorium.  Jeff Kunde Hall, 
which was completed in August 2019, houses the 
Administration of Justice Department, Engineering and 
Applied Technology, the Math Department and 
Computer Lab.  
 The Burbank Auditorium, which was completed in 
December 2019, opened briefly before the pandemic 
necessitated online learning in March 2020, and 
opened its doors to the Theater Arts Department in fall 
2021. Others on campus have also enjoyed the  use of 
the small and large auditoriums, which allows classes 
to spread out and take advantage of these spacious 
surroundings, and the performing arts students are 
thrilled to be back on stage. Below is a list of some of 
the major new construction and renovation projects 
completed under Measure H at each site: 

Santa Rosa Campus 
•Baker Hall Laboratory Sciences (Relocation from  Race  
  Hall  
•Bertolini Student Health Services  
•Doyle Media Services  
•Santa Rosa Campus Emeritus Circle Improvements 
•Fiber Loop Replacement 
•Garcia Hall—Communications Studies Dept. 
•Kinesiology, Athletics & Dance Renovations 
 •Field House  
 •Playing Fields: Baseball, Football, Softball & Soccer   
 •Quinn Aquatic Swim Center with 50-meter 
        outdoor pool  
 •Track  
•Lounibos Remodel  
 •HVAC Upgrade  
 •Roof Replacement 
 •Classroom Renovations, including AV & furniture  

                                                                   
                                                             —continued on page 3
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The Burbank Auditorium Modernization, winner of 
four awards,  included the creation of a new 200-seat 
theater addition. Below, the lobby renovation.   

Jeff Kunde Hall, 2020 Top Project Award, North Bay 
Business Journal

SRJC’s Award Winning Designs 

SUSTAINABLE SRJC 
The district received a $5 million grant for 
another award winning design—the SRJC 
Micro-Grid Project, now helping the District 

meet is Net Zero Energy goals. To learn 
more about this initiative, please visit: 
https://sustainability.santarosa.edu 

https://sustainability.santarosa.edu/srjc-micro-grid
https://sustainability.santarosa.edu/srjc-micro-grid
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Santa Rosa Campus —continued from page  2 
•Pioneer Intercultural Center 
•Quinn Central Plant and Reclaimed Water Tower 
•Sawubona Black Student Union  
•Veteran Affairs   

SRJC Petaluma Campus 
•Back Up Data Center 
•Recording Studio 
•Science Addition 
•Veterinary Technology Laboratory  
• Welcome Center / Student Services Addition 

Public Safety Training Center 
•Multipurpose Room Addition 

Shone Farm 
•New Greenhouse  
•Porter Barn  
•Produce Processing Facility 

SRJC Southwest Center 
•Computer Lab 
•Classroom Furniture 
•AV Upgrades  

In addition to these projects, all sites have received 
important infrastructure and repairs (see page 5). 
When you step inside the newly renovated and 
constructed buildings, you will see why we are 
grateful to the Sonoma Country residents and proud 
of the work accomplished thus far. As we continue 

SRJC’s commitment to 
health and safety— 
District-wide Security 
Upgrades Project
At their August 9th meeting, the Board of 
Trustees approved the Notice of Completion for 
the District-wide Security Upgrades Project. 
Thanks to Measure H, enhanced security on 
campuses will help ensure safety for students, 
faculty, staff and visitors in the event of any 
emergency. Project features include switching 
from brass keys to key cards with electronic 
hardware, safety doors, and emergency call 
towers with 360 degree cameras. 
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Communications Studies to increase communications 
and collaboration after moving to Garcia Hall  
All Faculty offices under one roof will make it easier to talk with one another 

This fall, the SRJC Communications Studies 
Department will occupy its new home, the newly 
renovated Garcia Hall. Kerry Loewen, Dean of 
Arts and Humanities, and Michael Traina, Chair of 
the Communications Studies Department are 
excited about the opportunities gained when 
having all faculty offices under one roof. 
“Communications will be able to talk to one 
another,” Dean Loewen said, noting that the 
department does an excellent job preparing 
students for careers in various industries, or for the 
public speaking demands required in many 
professions. By giving the department its own 
building, the District is acknowledging the 
importance of the various disciplines and the 
outstanding work in each program.  
“I’m really excited about Garcia Hall having a 
dedicated space for the Oak Leaf,” Dean Loewen 
said. He shared how student coverage of the 2017 
Tubbs Fire was picked up by the Press Democrat, 
which won a Pulitzer for their story.  
 “Our journalism students have a direct line to 
the Pulitzer,” the Dean said, crediting journalism 
professor and Oak Leaf Advisor Anne Beldon for 
fostering excellence in the Oak Leaf staff.  

“Our journalism students have  
  a direct line to the Pulitzer.”  

—Dean Kerry Loewen, Arts and Humanities 

 “When I first joined the District,” Dean 
Loewen said, “the Department shared space in the 
Burbank Auditorium with the Theater Department. 
When new construction and renovation began on 
the theater, those offices and classrooms 
temporarily moved into Analy Village. We worked 

with Capital Projects for a year to identify a new 
home.”   
 Fashion Studies, which was then located at 
Garcia Hall, moved to SRJC Petaluma. The Dean 
compared Capital Projects Senior Director Serafin 
Fernandez to a character in the Game of Thrones, 
moving armies and troops around, and creating a 
win/win for the various programs. “Fashion 
Studies is now a signature program of the 
Petaluma campus. We hired new faculty and are 
able to attract more students.”    
The Garcia Hall renovation includes a 49-seat 
screening room, or small theater, with stadium 
seating, a speech lab, a media lab, and a news 
room for the award-winning student led Oak Leaf 
newspaper.  
 “Our department has never had its own 
building,” said Mr. Traina. “Our programs have 
never been centrally located. Moving into Garcia 
Hall marks a new era and a rebirth of our 
program.”  
 In addition to the collaboration and creativity 
that is bound to happen with programs sharing the 
same building, there are other opportunities to 
create synergy and community among the faculty 

—continued on page  5
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members, including several new full-time hires. 
 “New this fall is a Department Hour Mondays 
at noon,” said Mr. Traina, who is taking advantage 
of the Garcia Hall kitchen and staff lounge.  
 “For many of us,” he said, “this is their first 
time back on campus and it is important to 
rekindle community.”  
 Redesigning Garcia Hall was a highly 
inclusive process and involved gathering input 
from the various programs in the department.  
 “The College and Capital Projects were highly 
receptive to our ideas,” said Mr. Traina, and super 
supportive in meeting our vision.”  
 Mr. Traina, Ann Beldon, Jennifer O’Mahoney, 
and Mary Pierce (now retired) comprise a small 

design team that has continued meeting with the 
architect and project manager throughout the 
process.

Garcia Hall New Home for Communications Studies 
—continued from page  4

District-Wide Infrastructure Improvements and Repairs
Thanks to Measure H, critical infrastructure improvements and repairs projects took place at all campuses, 
as needed. These projects included HVAC, flooring, parking lot improvements, roof replacements, water 
intrusion, and more. Here are only a few of those projects, listed below: 
Infrastructure Projects 
•Bech Lot Transformer Replacement  
•Emeritus Cooling Tower 
•Haehl Flooring  
•Main Switchgear Replacement  
•Maggini Water Tower and Roof  
•Emeritus Cooling Tower  
•Outdoor WiFi Project, Santa Rosa and Petaluma campuses 
•Petaluma Server Room A/C 
•Public Safety Training Center Pavement 
•Public Safety Training Center Water Intrusion 

Roofing Replacements and Repairs 
• Baker Hall Roof and HVAC 
•Peter W. Bussman Hall 
•John Lounibos Center Roofing and HVAC 
•Tauzer Gymnasium Roofing  
•Shone Farm: Porter Barn and Warren G. Dutton Jr. Agricultural Pavilion 
•Christine Pedroncelli Center   
•Pioneer Hall 
•Public Safety Training Center:  Buildings 500 and 600 
•Petaluma Campus: John M. Jacobs Hall, Buildings 600/100/200 and 
Clock Tower 
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Programs, and Room Numbers. 
 To download this map or other campus 
maps, please visit maps.santarosa.edu

http://maps.santarosa.edu
http://maps.santarosa.edu
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SRJC Petaluma Campus Buildings, Programs, and Room Numbers. 
 To download this map or other campus maps, please visit maps.santarosa.edu

http://maps.santarosa.edu
http://maps.santarosa.edu
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Stay connected with Capital Projects and receive project updates on Social Media.

Measure H Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee reviews 
expenditures and reports to the community  
“We are happy to report that the District is fully in compliance with projects 
described in the bond, and that the financial audits concluded with no findings.”  

—from the CBOC 2020-2021 Annual Report to the Community  

After successful passage of Measure H, and in accordance with the law (Education Code 
Section 15278), SCJCD established an Independent Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee 
(CBOC) for Measure H in order to satisfy the accountability requirements of Prop 39. 
The CBOC’s duties are to: 
• Inform the Sonoma County Citizens on the 

General Obligation Bond Measure H 
expenditures 

• Actively review and report on the proper 
expenditure of taxpayers’ money for school 
construction 

• Advise the public as to whether the school 
district is in compliance with the pertinent 
provisions of the California Constitution 
governing voter-approved bond indebtedness 
incurred for: 
• New construction  
• Modernization 

All Annual Reports and Financial Audits 
are available on the District website.

SRJC Fashion Studies Instructor Lyra Bobo’s quilt 
now on display at the Pathways and Passages exhibit 
at the Santa Rosa Findley Community Center  

“Fashion Studies Portal” A quilt by Lyra Bobo, SRJC Fashion 
Studies Instructor, is now on display at the Pathways and 
Passages Exhibit at the Finley Community Center, located at 
2060 West College Avenue, Santa Rosa. The show runs 
through September 23, and the hours are M-F, 8:30 am - 
4:30 pm.  

Paying tribute to teaching and learning in the SRJC Fashion 
Studies program, the artist statement for Ms. Bobo’s 
stunning quilt reads: 

Inspired by remembering the spirit of our creative 
students who entered Garcia Hall’s beautiful gothic 
doors, and teaching SRJC’s award winning Fashion 
Studies program for over 25 years, this southern 
entry will forever remain a portal for fond 
memories as we complete relocating to Petaluma.  

Fashion Studies is now operating out of its new home, SRJC 
Petaluma, and one of  the campus’s signature programs. 
With instructors like Ms. Bobo, it’s easy to see why!  


